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Water damage hwﬂﬂzm be vary costly and
mconvenient. Thisre can be damage o your home,
your chershed belongings and even your heatth.

Extrame weather condmions such as heavy snow,
quick thaw, and torrential rain can cause your pipes
10 break, plumbing fictures to overflow, sewer lines
io back up and your roof ioleak. Bven new homes
can be impacted. There are simple things each of us
can do to minimize the nsks of water damage.

Thes guile will help identify potential problems and
provid with simple preventalive measutes you
cant avoid or contral water damage.
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7 ROOF CHECKLIST

Are leaves of snow gathering in and around your esves rough?
The accumulabion back-ups and other

potential hazards that can résull n water damage 1o youor homi

of leaves or snow can cause
IRERIE ]
I_.'Il.l':iii practse to chack root drain outlets, extersor deck drains and down
pipe ets for undesirable Mockane or excesswe overiio damage Lhieck
and chear amy snow or debris from your eaves trough regularly to prevent
THE SVSIEML. You ¢

damane 1 1 e i professiensl 1o remove ice and snow

or install an approved haot wire that actvates when the temperature drops

Is water from the eaves troogh draining away from your homa?
When the drain;
loundatson, d can rasul in damage and leaks. It s important to ensure
wialer s overted away fromn the foundaton, You c&n uso ai
ol eaves trough to redrect the after How, Chack wath your municepality as

SOme provicde gramts 190 Tese renairs

ge from your eaves rough collects around your home s

alponw piecs

How old 55 your ranl T
The usalul e ol shingles s approsemataly 20 years. I your shingles are

ing to curl or are showing any othar vizsual signs of demage i could be
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time 1o rapair ar replace tham

Uo the shingles sit fiat, or do they curl?

Il your shingles curl, your rod coukd D8 more Suse
through extreme weather condibons. Have a professional look at them ta
letermineg if they need 1o be reglaced or repaired

ephibhg to water damage

Are doors, windows and wall penetrations effectively sealed?

Lok around all doods, windows and wall panatrations such as plumiung
and cantral air conditioning umits, for good caolking coverage and proper
thashing. 1 vou notce the caulking seal has detanorated (not & sohd ing)
replace the caulking with 8 recommended brand, Replace Hashings as
reedad to prevent water damaga

Has the grade of yoor house sefled?

The grading al the land arcund your home should slope sway from the
Taundaton 10 alkow watar 1o dram effectuvaly avway lrom your home and
thurs your bazemeant. if water 15 being directed towards the foundation of
wour housa, i s ime to budd 8 séope 10 reversa et drschion Ground wator
doesn't usually break walls, but it can flood your Basemant

Is your foundation in good condition?
The Toundatien of your home 5 an Emportant factor in proavanting water
damage, aspacially in oldar homas where settlimg and age may cause
cracks and deteroration. &n annual INspechon ol the pernmetsr of your
hiome will help you idently serows cracks in your foundanon bafore they
pEcome d mapr probbem GConsult & prodessional I vou Suspict Senous
cracks in your foundastion.




|s your leaching bed or storm sewer backed up?

(her time these systems can become plugged with mod and debns, causing &
reduction in restment. You might notice that vour draing are show or backing up
of thiat there is an unpleasent sewage odour in your basement. External signs of a
problem wath your leaching bed include excess plant growah, burmitbrown grass,
wet and spongy ground, o in more saveras stuations sewaga on the ground over
the beaching bed. Problams with your leaching bed can require costly excavation,
foundation costngs or weeping tle replacement. Consult 8 professional as soon
as supns are nobiced to halp prevent senous problems,

KA PIPES, PLUMBING AND FIXTURES CHECKLIST

Are the suals around bathroom and kitchen fixtures in good repair?

Routnely check the condition of all water seals and cadlking inyour bathroom and
kitchen such o5 bathiub, favcet, showerhead, toilet, and dishwasher. Leaks around
these fitures can resull inwalter damage 1o the floors, wallz, and fisture. Replace
ary leaking fitings or drains as necassary. Replace caulking seals as necessany

Are you installing items on your walls or doing home repairs?

Before hammering nails o drilling holes into walls, ceiling or roofs, be sura to
check for hidden pipes and élactrical wires. Mails longer than ¥-inches will pose
punctunng problems for hidden pipes. & small punciure could result in water
damage on the mtesior of your walls that you might not be sware of,

Do you know where the water shut off valves are?

In an emergency, shut off valves allow you to twm off the water supply and thus
minimize the risk of damage 1o your home and belongings. If you do not have shat
ol valves, mstall them, Shat off valves can ba purchased from your local hardware
store of & professional plumber can nstall them for you. Al major sources of water,
such as toilets and sinks should heve g shut off valve so that you can localize and
turm off the watar 8t the concern whils stll allowing water to be dvected to areas
of the home not impacted.

Is your dishwasher leaking?

amall apphiance keaks, such ag the ones from dishwashers, can cause damage if
not treated immedistely. Leaks commonly come from cracked hoses. i youidentity
problems with the plumbing to vour dishwasher, you should call a professional,

Does your washing machine have hot and cold robber hoses?

Rubber hoses heve atendency to deteriorate. itis recommended that rubber hoses
be replaced every five years. The newer reinforced and braided hoses are more
durahle, particularly in tight spaces with & 90 degree band and kinks. Reinforced
and braided hoses should be replaced avery 15 yaars.

How ol is your water heater?

You should replace your water heater avery 10 to 15 yvears. Many homes have
rental water heaters that hove a stipulated date before the unit can be replaced.
il you notice a lack of hot water, check the thermostat if you have an electric
heater be sure 1o also check the element. If you have a gas heater, the problam
is most ikaly the thermostat. You should also look for leaks around the seams of
the heatar and on the floor around it




Is there rust or corrosion on your plumbing pipes or fixtures?
Al least annaally, it is recommended that vou visually inspect
pipes and hxtures around your home for rust or corrosion. I
rust or corrasion is identified, you should call & professional,
The pipes or fistures could need replacing depanding on the
extent of the damage,

(A SEWER PIPES

Are you prone fo fiooding?

Dider parts. of town wherd populabion densities  hava
increased can be more prone o flooding due to storm
frequency and severity, If you know that your home is
located in a Hood sengitive location, consult a professwonal
to determing steps you can take to protect your home and
befongings from water damagse.

How do | stop water from fowing back into the basement
through the main fisor drain?

Consult with your municipality to see i you can instali a back
floww valve inside of tha basement Hoor drain, This will prévent
such & problem.

Does your basemont have a sump pump?
if5o, you need to clean the pit of any mud and debrs, which
can clog the pump, Alzo, pumps n low laying areas should be
serviced freguently due to continued usa.

Sump Pump Tips;

= Fill the sump pit with water to make sure the pump s
working properly

* G oulside to chack that the pump = actually discharging

watar, Sometimes tha pump will ran bt @ wont pump amy
watar out

= Check that the pperatsen of the float is not restnctad
* Clean the air hole in the discharge ling
# Listen for amy strange noises coming from the motor

*Replace the battery on the back-up sump pump every
second or third year

A HOLIDAYS

Turn off all the water i the main valve befere you leave for
a vacation. Check all eaves troughs for debris or blockage.
Brrange for a reliable relative or friend to check the house o
ansyre the fumace hasn't sccidentally shut off, which could
cause tha plumbing ppes to burst.
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